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Dear Colleague

1. This circular informs you of the commencement of Sections 1-7 and 9-16 of the
Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001 (The Act). These provisions come into force on 21 October
2002 and extend to England and Wales.

2. Sections 1-7 and 9-16 will require motor salvage operators to register with the
local authority, maintain appropriate records of purchases and disposals, and allow the
police the right of entry to premises and the right of search without warrant.

3. These measures are designed to make it more difficult for criminals to dispose of
stolen vehicles. Scrap metal dealers are regulated by the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 1964,
but this does not apply to the motor salvage and dismantling industry. The lack of
proper regulations meant that there were many opportunities for the criminal element in
the motor salvage industry to dispose of stolen vehicles,

4. Two copies of a guidance document published jointly by the Home Office and
the Local Government Association are enclosed with this circular for you to pass on to
the appropriate person in your organisation.

5. Further information about this circular can be obtained from:
Colin Fetter
Property and Road Crime Reduction Unit
Vehicle Crime Reduction Section,
Room 612 Clive House
Petty France
London SW1H 9HD Telephone: 020 7271 8923

e-mail: colin.petter@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
Anne Lund
Property and Road Crime Reduction Unit
Vehicle Crime Reduction Section /
Room 612 Clive House
Petty France
London SW1H 9HD Telephone: 020 7271 8609

e-mail: anne.lund@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

John Tiffney
Education and Social Policy
Local Government Association
Local Government House
Smith Square
London SW1P 3HZ Telephone: 020 7664 3129

e-mail: john.tiffney@lga.gov.uk
Yours sincerely

ANNE LUND
Vehicle Crime Reduction Section
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